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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Foston is located on a small neck of land on Oxford Neck over-
looking Island Creek. The house is a fine frame dwelling constructed
in the third quarter of the 19th century along lines which were
common sixty years before. It is a three bay wide and two bay deep
two and one-half story dwelling with a two bay, two story wing
on the east and a one story 20th century wing beyond that. It is
constructed upon a brick foundation and the walls are covered with
plain weatherboard. Like most of the houses of this period its
entrance has sidelights and transom and there is a small replace-
ment porch. All windows have 6/6 sash and louvered shutters except
for the two dormers on each side of the 'A' roof. They lack shut-
ters. Within the east gable of the dwelling rise two large brick
chimneys. Another is located on the gable of the two story wing.

The interior is divided into stair hall and two parlors in
the main part all retaining original woodwark, which is essentially
late Greek Revival in design. The mantels have unusual scroll-
work but are otherwise like mid-century mantels. On the back of
one mantel is the name and date of its maker, Mr. Baker 1862,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Foston is architecturally significant as a form dwelling
common in Federal buildings, but in this case, carried over
into the third quarter of the 19th century. It is a well ap-
pointed dwelling of the period, but not lavish. Its exterior
seems remarkably plain for the period but that may be the
result of having porches removed, the porches frequently having
the majority of gingerbread for this period.

The land was patented in 1649 as "Gore" and "Nether Foston."
In 1694 "Richards Park" was patented from the same land,

It became part of John Oldham's holdings, along with
Coomsbury, where he lived. Descendants owned the land until
1857 when it was sold to William B, Willis. In 1863 the house
was built, but he died in 1867.

Adjoining the new kitchen is an old dairy with wide over-
hang and a cupola.
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